Highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) is a viral disease that affects the digestive, nervous and respiratory systems of all domestic and wild birds with high morbidity and mortality. It is highly contagious disease which can be fatal in humans. The avian influenza viruses (AIVs) are classified as types A, B and C with 15 subtypes of the type A. To date, all disease causing HPAI Viruses belong to H5 or H7 subtypes; and affect pigs and humans with the pigs serving as a mixing vehicle for re-assortment of the virus. The domestic ducks get infected without showing clinical signs and serve as a source of infection for domestic poultry.
form. This is why the presence of an H5 or H7 virus in poultry is always cause for concern, even when the initial signs of infection are mild (2, 3, 5, 6) .
AIVs are susceptible to warm environmental condition, short term exposure to ultraviolet radiation and desiccation. 
Risk factors for AI infection
Since 1878 The second risk, which is of even greater concern, is that there will be increased possibilities for the widely circulating virus to infect humans and possibly re-assort into a strain that is both highly infectious for humans and spreads easily from human-to-human.
Such a change could mark the start of a pandemic (15) . • Prompt response to disease outbreak in birds' population e.g.
Proper notification, isolation and veterinary surveillance.
• • • Any person requiring hospitalization for an influenzalike illness and living in, or
coming from an area with avian influenza outbreak..
• Any person having died of an unexplained respiratory illness.
Notification of suspected cases
Any case that meets the suspected case 
